


On a budget of just $10,000,
raised mostly through an Indiegogo
crowdfunding campaign, the movie
was created by filming Hawaii locales,
such as Aloha Tower and Waikiki
Beach. It premiered at more than a
dozen film festivals locally and around
the world, winning awards including
Best Family Film at the Honolulu
Film Awards and Official Finalist at
the Las Vegas Film Festival in 2012.

Also in 2012, Neves finished
shooting his second film, “Poison
Apple,” telling the story of Snow
White — but from the point of view
of the apple. Modeled after tradi-
tional Disney animated musicals, the
film also features five original songs.
Neves considers “Poison Apple” his
most successful short film to date.
Although completed in 2012, it is still
in circulation at film festivals around
the country. He attributes much of

“I've always loved
puppets, from
the muppets on
‘Sesame Street’ to
ventriloquism to
the realistic ones.”

both films’ popularity to being high
concept movies, yet with familiar
premises and being easy to explain.

“I think part of it comes from the
fact that puppets aren’t often taken
seriously even though they can be
critical parts of films when they’re
done well,” Neves says. “Look at
Yoda, Alien or E.T.”

Neves’latest project is “Not
Another Puppet Show,” an episodic
web series featuring local celebrities
poking fun at and sharing jokes with
a puppet. His end goal is to develop
the series into a Hawaii version
of “Sesame Street,” complete with
puppets, celebrities and a humorous
education on local culture. Ultimately
for Neves, the genre is flexible.

“Could be a comedy, action, or
even horror,” Neves notes. “As long as
there are puppets.”
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